
 
Conditional Use Request 

Recognized Organization Input  
 
TO:   Amy Barry, Chair of Sugar House Community Council (Organization)  
 
FROM:   Casey Stewart, Salt Lake City Planning Division Staff 
 
DATE:  October 20, 2015 
 
RE:    Large Group Home to occupy building at 720 E Ashton Ave (Historic Cannon home)   
 
Johanna Salter, potential buyer, is requesting conditional use approval from Salt Lake City to 
operate a large residential group home (up to 15 residents) that offers mental health support at the 
property located at 720 E Ashton Avenue.  As part of this process, the applicant is required to solicit 
comments from Recognized Organizations.  The purpose of the Recognized Organization review is to 
inform the community of the request and solicit comments /concerns they have with the request.  The 
Recognized Organization may also take a vote to determine whether there is support for the request, but 
this is not required.  I have enclosed information submitted by the applicant relating to the request to 
facilitate your review.  The applicant will also present information at the meeting should you choose to 
have them do so.   
 
If your organization chooses to have the request presented to them, the applicant will only be required to 
meet with your organization once before the Planning Staff will begin processing the application.  Your 
organization should submit its comments to me as soon as possible after the meeting to ensure there is 
time to incorporate the comments into the staff report for the Planning Commission and City Council.  I 
will also attend the meeting to answer any questions and listen to the comments made by members of 
your organization.   
 
Following are City adopted criteria that the Planning Commission and City Council will use to make their 
decisions.  The City’s technical staff will review the project to ensure it complies with adopted policies 
and regulations.  Input from the Recognized Organization may be more general in nature and focus on 
issues of impacts to abutting properties and compatibility with the neighborhood.  Staff is not looking for 
you to make comments on each of the below listed criteria, but general comments should pertain to the 
criteria listed below.   
  
Approval Standards: A conditional use shall be approved unless the planning commission, or in the case 
of administrative conditional uses, the planning director or designee, concludes that the following 
standards cannot be met: 

1. The use complies with applicable provisions of this title; 
2. The use is compatible, or with conditions of approval can be made compatible, with surrounding 

uses; 
3. The use is consistent with applicable adopted city planning policies, documents, and master 

plans; and 
4. The anticipated detrimental effects of a proposed use can be mitigated by the imposition of 

reasonable conditions. 

Detrimental Effects Determination: In analyzing the anticipated detrimental effects of a proposed use, 
the planning commission, or in the case of administrative conditional uses, the planning director or 
designee, shall determine compliance with each of the following: 

1. This title specifically authorizes the use where it is located; 
2. The use is consistent with applicable policies set forth in adopted citywide, community, and small 

area master plans and future land use maps; 



3. The use is well suited to the character of the site, and adjacent uses as shown by an analysis of the 
intensity, size, and scale of the use compared to existing uses in the surrounding area; 

4. The mass, scale, style, design, and architectural detailing of the surrounding structures as they 
relate to the proposed have been considered; 

5. Access points and driveways are designed to minimize grading of natural topography, direct 
vehicular traffic onto major streets, and not impede traffic flows; 

6. The internal circulation system is designed to mitigate adverse impacts on adjacent property from 
motorized, nonmotorized, and pedestrian traffic; 

7. The site is designed to enable access and circulation for pedestrian and bicycles; 
8. Access to the site does not unreasonably impact the service level of any abutting or adjacent 

street; 
9. The location and design of off street parking complies with applicable standards of this code; 
10. Utility capacity is sufficient to support the use at normal service levels; 
11. The use is appropriately screened, buffered, or separated from adjoining dissimilar uses to 

mitigate potential use conflicts; 
12. The use meets city sustainability plans, does not significantly impact the quality of surrounding 

air and water, encroach into a river or stream, or introduce any hazard or environmental damage 
to any adjacent property, including cigarette smoke; 

13. The hours of operation and delivery of the use are compatible with surrounding uses; 
14. Signs and lighting are compatible with, and do not negatively impact surrounding uses; and 
15. The proposed use does not undermine preservation of historic resources and structures. 
16. Recommend public way improvements adjacent to the subject property.   

 
You may submit you written comments to the Planning Division by mail at: 
  
Salt Lake City Planning Division 
451 South State Street, Room 406 
P.O. Box 145480  
Salt Lake City, UT, 84114-5480  
 
or via e-mail to me at casey.stewart@slcgov.com. 
 
If you have any questions, please call me at 801-535-6260 or contact me via e-mail.   
 
Thank you. 
 


