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 CONDITIONAL USE APPLICATION: Fire Station 03 – 2425 South 900 East 
 DESIGN NARRATIVE 
 

 
The Sugarhouse district is a vibrant and diverse part of the greater Salt Lake City fabric. The area 
includes traditional residential neighborhoods and a growing, walkable commercial / retail 
downtown. Architecturally, the area is also diverse with styles and construction representative of 
the eras in which they were built. Throughout Sugarhouse there is a broad range of materials, 
colors and textures used on both historic buildings and newer construction, and in both residential 
and commercial settings. Station 03 is sited in a unique location: it is not within a traditional 
neighborhood, nor is it in an urban or highly developed area. The site is on the edge of the Forest 
Dale Golf Course, adjacent to the parking lot of an historic clubhouse, and along 900 East – a two-
lane road. 
 
To achieve a stronger civic identity, Station 03 is conceived as a two-story structure, which serves 
to balance the height of the apparatus bays. Because of the site constraints, the building needed 
to be placed closer to 900 East resulting in a more commanding presence, but also still in 
compliance with the required setbacks.  
 
Parking for the new Station is achieved with both onsite parking and a shared parking agreement 
between the Fire Station and the Forest Dale Golf Course, both city-owned properties. The onsite 
parking is secure for fire and police personnel with 12 dedicated stalls for the fire fighters and two 
spaces for police. To support community-related meetings that might occur at the Station, the golf 
course parking lot provides additional parking through a shared parking agreement. 
 
The site development reinforces the connectivity between the golf course and the fire station. An 
“entry plaza” stretches between the two parcels to facilitate community access to the Station from 
the golf course parking area. Two existing, mature trees at the northeast corner of the site will 
remain and a new row of trees will be planted as a buffer between the golf course and the fire 
station property. Similarly, a row of planting will be created at the north edge of the property as a 
buffer between the golf course parking lot and the fire station entry drive. 
 
The architecture of the new fire station will include exterior materials that are timeless, durable 
and sustainable. High-performance concrete panels, brick, terra-cotta and metal panels are some 
of the cladding options currently being considered.  Energy-efficient, operable windows provide 
abundant natural light and ventilation for the occupants as well as create an open and inviting 
aesthetic to the public. 
 
The Station 03 design seeks to respect the historic nature of the Forestdale Clubhouse by 
creating a complementary building representative of the era in which the new station is being 
designed & constructed. Although the project is not in a historic district or a part of a historic site, 
the design team will be using the Salt Lake City Historic District New Construction Guidelines as 
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an additional resource when evaluating appropriate design decisions. In addition, the design 
process will incorporate input from community council meetings and SLC Planning meetings.   
 
One of the project’s requirements is to achieve net zero energy status, which, put simply, means 
that the implemented design solution must generate as much energy as the facility consumes. 
This requires a large photovoltaic (PV) array on the roof of the structure. The proposed design 
solution conceals from view the PV panels but maximizes the efficiency of the panels by placing 
them at the most beneficial solar angle. The design team believes that an expressive “solar 
canopy” – where the PV array is a dominant roof element – is not appropriate for the Sugarhouse 
site. 
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 CONDITIONAL USE INFORMATION  
 

Salt Lake City Fire Station 03: 2425 South 900 East 
 
 
ANTICIPATED OPERATING / DELIVERY HOURS 

As a fire station, the facility will be occupied and operate all hours of the day, every day.  There are 
no deliveries to this facility, but emergency vehicles will be coming and going at irregular times. 
The facility shares space with a SLC police presence where suspects could be detained, for 
observation and questioning, for a short period of time. The police will operate out of 
approximately 1500 SF within the facility, which is spread between dedicated and shared-use 
spaces. 
 

ADJACENT LAND USES 
To the north and east, the fire station property is bounded by the city-owned Forest Dale Golf 
Course (OS Zone). Immediately to the north is the parking lot serving the golf course, while the 
course’s 9th fairway is along the immediate east edge of the property. The two-lane, 900 East 
forms the western property boundary with a mix of single-family and multi-family residences 
across the street (RMF-30 Zone). To the south, the Neptune Divers shop is leasing the land from 
the City. 
 

NUMBER OF EMPLOYEES 
Fire Station 03 will run regular shifts of 11 employees per shift. As noted, they will be occupying 
the building 24/7, and year round. It is possible that one to two police officers may also be 
present on a regular basis. 
 

NUMBER OF SEATS 
In addition to the regular fire-fighting staff, the facility also contains a Community Meeting Room. 
In order to better serve the local community with flexible meeting space, the project has 
incorporated a 970 SF Meeting Room that can accommodate approximately 60 people. It is 
expected that this space would have the highest use between the hours of 4:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 
 

COMMUNITY ACKNOWLEDGEMENT  
The design team has not yet engaged any Sugarhouse District residents, but we will be working 
with SLC Planning to get on the Community Council and Sugarhouse Land Use Council meeting 
schedules. 
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