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Summary of Proposal:   
 

The character of Salt Lake City’s unique neighborhoods and business districts are defined by a number of elements 

including the dimensions of the street and sidewalk, the availability of diverse types of housing and commercial 

businesses, and the architectural character of the buildings.  

 

One significant, but occasionally under-appreciated, contributor to a neighborhood or district’s character is the presence of 

vintage signs. These signs reflect a unique time in the development of Salt Lake City through their creative use of shape, 

hand-lettering, mechanical animation, or lighting technique.  

 

Because many Vintage Signs are currently considered non-conforming, there are significant restrictions on what an owner 

can do with them.  Essentially, this means that the signs can continue to be used “as is, where is”, without any account 

taken of redevelopment or changing uses on the site. This creates significant barriers for an owner who wishes to improve, 

relocate, or modify a sign. As a result, many times, vintage signs can be lost to disrepair and removal 

 

The Salt Lake City Council initiated a petition requesting that the Planning Division review issues surrounding Salt Lake 

City’s vintage signs and propose some changes to the zoning code to allow for the continued retention, restoration, and 

reuse of these important objects. 

 

Additionally, Not every sign that is ‘old’ has specific characteristics that distinguish it as unique or notable (and thus 

worthy of additional flexibility to preserve). In some cases, a sign might not continue to retain enough of its original 

appearance to justify special flexibility. An example of this might be a hand-lettered sign that, while it retains its original 

form, has been entirely painted over. The proposed text amendment will provide standards and criteria to separate the 

truly worthy signs from those that are merely ‘old’. 

 

At its core, the purpose of Vintage Sign designation is to provide additional assurance and flexibility to the owners of 

these signs, to support their retention, restoration, and reuse into the future.  For instance designated vintage signs might 

be allowed to be altered to reflect changing uses on the site or relocated within their current site to accommodate new 

development.  

 

Process:   
The purpose of the open house is to obtain public comment on the project and help planning staff identify the 

issues with surrounding vintage signs in Salt Lake City.  Planning staff will also be conducting walking tours 

with members of the public to help identify the types of signs most worthy of designation. 

 

Based on input from the public and research into best practices, planning staff will develop and propose specific 

changes to related to Vintage Signs.  The Planning Commission will then hold a briefing where staff will review 

the process and the proposed changes and provide planning staff with direction.  The Planning Commission will 

hold a public hearing at a later date where they will take public comment on the proposed changes and make a 

recommendation to the City Council.  The City Council is the decision making body for any proposed changes 

to the zoning code. 

 

If you have any questions or comments, please contact Anthony Riederer at 535-7625 or 

anthony.riederer@slcgov.com  Written comments can be submitted via email or mailed to: 

 

Salt Lake City Planning Division, PO Box 145480, Salt Lake City, UT 84114-5480 

mailto:anthony.riederer@slcgov.com

